Spring 2022
As we look ahead, we are reminded that there is so much
light, space, and zest in God! (Psalm 27, The MSG). And we
continue to offer up a space within Going Public for young
people to thrive and share their creativity… their passions…
their zest! Believing that each young person is made in the
image of God and has something unique to offer.
Our heart is to equip and
encourage young people,
helping them to develop their
skills, and discover new ones.
Set in the backdrop of Wales,
the internship invites young
people to cultivate a rhythm
of prayer, to journey with us
on reflective retreat days, and
to go deeper as we chat and
gather around tables and
campfires!

So… Come and join us!
There are plenty of opportunities
for you to bring your skills and

serve within the life of Going
Public. If you are aged 1825, or know someone who is,
please do get in touch. With
options to join us for a term, 6
months, or a year – this bespoke
internship is catered around
each individual.
Perhaps you have a skill to bring
to the table (drama, art, music,
tech, admin, hospitality…) or
maybe you aren’t sure yet and
just want to get stuck in! Either
way, we’d love to hear from you.

Laura

CONTACT US
GOING PUBLIC, GLENWOOD CENTRE,
CARDIFF, CF23 6UW
INFO@GOINGPUBLIC.ORG.UK

Hello there!
SUPPORT US
If you would like to
become a regular
supporter of Going
Public head to our
website!
Stay up to date via social media
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Welcome to our Spring Newsletter, an opportunity to update
you – our wonderful supporters – on all that we have been
up to over the last 12 months. And what a year it has been!
Looking back, we cannot help
but feel overwhelmed by God’s
goodness which has buoyed
us through choppy waters. The
pandemic made a big impact
on all of us, on our personal
lives and on our work in the
community. Emerging from
that experience with, if we’re
honest, much trepidation and
faith like a mustard seed, we
had no idea what lay ahead.
In every way, God has proven
His faithfulness and heart ’to
bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim freedom for

the captives and release
from darkness the prisoners’.
(Isaiah 61)
We thank God for His provision
and countless opportunities
to bring joy, hope and peace
through the creative arts. We
also want to thank you. Your
support means that we are
able to give young people
fun, creative experiences and
invest in their development
and emotional wellbeing. It is
a privilege and simply would
not be possible without you!

The team after the final performance of
Snakes & Ladders at Rugby school

Kelly painting the new intern office space

www.goingpublic.org.uk

The highlights
Developed a new
Mental Health sketch
show for teens and
church communities

Received funding from JustSow to
promote wellbeing in our nation
through live and digital resources

Purchased filming
equipment
and launched
YouTube channel

Appointed
a fabulous
Communications
Consultant

The first in-person lesson I delivered post-pandemic
definitely stands out as a highlight. The pupils walked in
and immediately recognised me as ‘the bee lady’.
This class, now in Year 6, had seen Bee The Best Me
when they were in Year 3 nearly three years prior! The whole
class erupted into recalling different parts of the theatre
show and workshop they could remember including strategies
for looking after their emotional health! I was blown away.

Megan Probert
(the bee lady)

Easily
the
most
exciting
development is the growth of
our core team! We can go no
further without giving a shout out
to the incomparable Gill Bailey
who volunteers to support the
administration of Going Public.
She is a gift to us!
We are also incredibly fortunate
to have been able to add two
creatives (and allround good eggs)
to the mix.
We’ll let them
introduce
themselves!

Collaborated with
creatives on Bee The
Best Me film project

Ran Bee The Best Me 1000 campaign
and gifted live theatre and wellbeing
workshops to 1,500 pupils aged 7-11

Joined the Kick Start scheme
offering work opportunities
to young adults, including a
fantastic film-maker

Delivered 33 live theatre shows and 49
lessons in 15 schools, including our brand
new Mental Health sketch show, to over
2,400 young people – and counting!

YOUTUBE CHANNEL
We have been so encouraged by the response
to videos we put together to encourage children
and families processing the experience of
lockdown, with our highest performing video
on Facebook reaching 13,500 people and
receiving 3,000 views! You can check out
these videos and more on our YouTube
channel: youtube.com/goingpublic

action & creativ
ity
bringing hope

We know this is thanks to God and His spirit at work, as
well as the army of prayer warriors we have who pray for
every school we visit. This was such an encouragement as it
demonstrated the lasting impact that our presentations have. I
needed a minute to compose myself before I could get on with
the lesson! God is so kind.

Introducing...

I’m a freelance graphic designer with
over 10 years experience and a passion
for bright colours and patterns. I was
also part of the internship programme in
2005 and am loving being back in the
Going Public family!

ruth heavyside

I update our social media and website.
I’ve also used my illustration skills for
Bee the Best Me and taken photos
of the team in action. My ‘to do’ list
is varied with lots of great stuff to
communicate about the work of
Going Public including putting this
newsletter together.

I am Isaac. I have recently returned to Cardiff
from studying animation in Bristol at the
University of the West of England.
Recently I have been given the opportunity to work for Going Public as
a filmmaker/animator which has been possible through the government
Kickstart scheme. During my time here, I have worked on a variety of
projects from animated visuals for a piece of spoken word, to touring
with the drama team and filming their recent productions.

isaac camilleri

Working with Going Public has allowed me to develop my knowledge
and abilities whilst working with a super group of people!
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”Very engaging presentation
that delivered an important
message in a funny way.”

In September, we launched the Bee The Best Me
1000 campaign with the hope of raising £1000 to
bless local schools who might not normally be
able to access our resources due to finances.
We were blown away by the response and generosity of our
friends, particularly those at Glenwood Church, and were
able to raise £1500! We identified 8 schools by considering
Free School Meal numbers as an indicator of deprivation.
This process excitingly took us to new areas of our city:
Ely, Tremorfa, St Mellons, Grangetown, Llanedeyrn
and Pentwyn. This was an incredible experience,
with pupils and teachers alike getting involved with
much enthusiasm! One teacher said, ‘Our
kids just don’t get this stuff’. Because
of the generosity of many who gave
to this campaign, her kids got to
experience theatre and hear of
their intrinsic worth and value.

“Lots of discussion can be
sparked from it and its given lots
of ideas for my own drama and
health and wellbeing lessons.”

“The children loved it. It
was great to have this
experience.”

“My favourite part was
knowing it was a safe space
to be honest. I enjoyed Meg’s
understanding and kind
responses to our questions.”

”Even if you
nces
have differe
be
you can still
friends.”

”I am a one of a
kind design. I was
made to be me.”
“The content was great
and gripped the children.”

“I learned that no matter who you are
- like different skin colour, hair colour
that you have - or which things you like
or dislike, everyone is welcome.”

BRAND NEW SKETCH SHOW EXPLORING MENTAL HEALTH

SNAKES
&
LADDERS
Snakes & Ladders
b r a n d n e w s k e t c h s h o w e x p l o r i n g M e n ta l H e a lt h

BEN JOSEPH SMITH, HANNAH EVERETT & mEGAN PROBERT

B e n J o s e p h S m i t h , H a n n a h E v e r e t t & M e g a n P r o b e rt
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e have just finished a busy few months developing, rehearsing and touring our
brand new presentation, Snakes and Ladders: A Mental Health Sketch Show.

We were lucky enough to work with two fantastic young actors, Ben and Hannah, and
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tech wiz Josh and visited some wonderful schools. Storytelling has the ability to engage
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and inspire people in a unique and profound way. Many pupils stayed behind after
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the presentation to thank the team and ask further questions. This is clearly an area
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where there is much need, and it has been a privilege to facilitate honest, vulnerable
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discussions with young people about pressures they face.
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in touch!

VISIT OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL TO SEE US IN IN ACTION www.youtube.com/GOINGPUBLIC

